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Army Life
Clouds on frontier have darkened mountains clad in snow,
The town with Gate of Jade stands far away, forlorn.
We will not leave the desert till we beat the foe,
Although in war our golden armor be outworn.
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Border Song

In gloomy woods grass shivers at wind's how;
The general takes it for a tiger's growl.
He shoots an arrow at a shape in view,
Only to find at dawn a rock pierced through.
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Based on a true story, this Mongolian folksong tells about a Mongolian hero, Gada Meiren. In the 1920s,
there were many forces who were trying to change the Mongol grasslands into cultivated farmland. Even
though Gada Meiren’s own family had settled on farms, he saw that the forced change would be
devastating to Mongol survival. In 1929, he led a revolt to protect the grasslands. He was killed in 1931
and his revolt was unsuccessful. However, he is still remembered as a hero in China and Mongolia, and
this folksong can often be heard in concert. World War Il disrupted the forces that were trying to cultivate
Mongolia, so the grasslands that Gada Meiren fought to protect remain wild.
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